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atent Application of: 
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Filed: January 1, 2004 Examiner: Meredith C. Petravick 
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MAIL STOP AMENDMENT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

RESPONSE 

Sir: 

This is responsive to the non-final Office Action mailed January 25, 2006. The response 
is timely filed pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.7(a). 

Claims 1-20 and 29-44 are pending in the application. 

The Office Action of January 25, 2006 asserts that two invention groups are presented, as 
follows: 

• Group I - claims 1-20, 29-33, and 38-44; and 

• Group n - claims 34-37. 

The undersigned notes the Examiner's indication that the restriction is between apparatus claims 
and method claims. However, applicant points out that claim 36 is an apparatus claim dependent 
on independent apparatus claim 29, and so applicant assumes the restriction requirement imposed 
is intended by the Examiner to be as follows: 
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• Group I - claims 1-20, 29-33, 36 and 38-44; and 

• Group n - claims 34-35 and 37. 

Applicant elects the Group I with traverse, and requests that the restriction requirement be 
lifted and examination of all claims continue as has been the case until now, for the reasons given 
below. 

For the Examiner's convenience, a Listing of Claims begins on page 3. 
Remarks begin on page 1 0. 



February 24, 2006 



